Should | Raise
a Small

Poultry Flock ?

Louls C. Arringten

With higher food costs, you've probably wondered if
you could raise chickens or turkeys to provide your own
meat and/or egg supply. Many people whe are buying
or renting small farms want to produce sems of their
own foodstuffs, This publication Is designed to answer
many of the questions on ralsimg small poultry flocks.

SHOULD 1?

You should probably not go into raising poultry
with the idea of saving much — if any — money, e
pecially if you consider the velue of the labor invoived.
Large commercial opesations can take advantage of
discounts on volums purchases of tho chicks, feed and
equipment needed. They can also make more efficient
use of their kbor through the use of automated
equipment.

Your answers to the following questions will help
you decide whether you want to raise your own
poultry.:

1. Do zening laws permit raising poultry at your

~ location?

2. Do you hawe “unused labor™ available?

3. ls semeene willing to care for the birds daily?

4. Is semeeas able and willing to butcher the meat
birds at homs, or is there a facility neardy where

S. Do you preseatly have the necessary housing and
equipment, or will you have additional expenses

 for these?

6. Measy spent for heusing and equipment be-
comes a poor investment unless it s used for
several flocks. Do you plan to continue raising
heme flosks for ssveral years?

7. Can you use your facilities or proposed facilities
for some other purposs (such as storage) if you
do not continue to raise poultry?

8. Can you reduce the feed costs by using home-

grown grains andfor pasture?

9. Are your facilitics or proposed facllities designed
and located to prevent causing a noise, odor or
fly nuisance for your neighbors and for your
own family?

10. Do you have a freezer, co you can meake best
use of the meat birds you grow?

11. Do you have acighbors who would like to buy
some *‘home-produced™ eggs or poultry when
you have more than you can use?

Your answers to these questions will probably point

out some disadvantages of grewing your own poultry,

On the other hand, some advantages exist which

often earnot be given a monetary valwe. Whether real
or imagined, some people feel the hems-preduced birds
and cggs are better. Certainly, they would be fresher.
You can grow the meat birds out to the size or sizes

you prefer, For example, with chickens, you may want

to slaughter part of the flock at 7 to 9 weeks of age for
broiler-fryers and keep the remainder to 12 to 15 weeks
for roasters. , ‘

If a “dual purpose™ breed of ehieken is raised, you

-can-slanghter the males as brofler-fryers or roasters and

keep the hens for egg productien. The hens will pro-
vide seme baking or stewing chickens when new layers
are brought in. '

There is ales an intringic value to having living and
growing animals, especially around children. Children
can handle many of the day-to-day chores of growing
birds. Minimal space aad housing are needed for
small {locks. The idea of producing something for your-
scif appeals to many persons.
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Dmh:ﬂnﬁm-mudueod:npmmefeedin
shallow box tops to help the young birds find feed.
You will also need chick feeders and at least one larger
size feedes, depending on the type and final ags to
which you raise the birds. The minimum amounts of
feeder spaco needed are:

Chicks: 1 inch/shisk to 4 weeks age

2 inshes/shisk to 8 weeks age
3 inches/shisk to 16 weeks age
Layers: 4 inshas/laying hen
Turkeys: 2 inehes/poult to 3 weeits age
4 inshea/peult to 6 wesks age
6 inshos/Surkey to markst age

Supply feed in a suitable trough or hanging tube-type
fooder. Adjust the siss and height of the feeders 50 all
birds can eat casily without wasting excessive amounts
of feed. The proper height is absut even with the top
of the bird’s back. A reel or grill over the top of
trough feeders will help provent wasted feed by keeping
the birds out of the feeders; however, be sure it does
not interfere with the birds getting feed.

of baby chicks or poults. The minimum ameusts of

Chicks: % inch/chick to'2 weoks age
% Inch/chick to 8 weeks age

1 insh/shisk to 18 weoks age
‘Layers: 1 inch/hen -
: % insh/peult to 4 wesks ogo
1 inch/poutt to 8 weeks age-
1% Inghes/wurkey to mariat age
woeks and gradually repisssd with larger water fowatains,

" teoughs Or pams. Raiss the waterers as the birds grow.
'Place the larger water eemtainers on a wire platform to




A brooder gaard should be placed around the broodes

during the first few days. This circls of corrugated
pasteboard or tin keeps the young birds sear the heat

source and blocks drafis ut the floor level. It should be

sbout 18 inches high and long enough to complstely
encircle the brooder abeut two or three feet from the
edge of the hever (abewut three feet from infrared
breeders which do not have hevers). You can maks a
square brooder guard from thin wood, but place addi-
Mmipslnﬁd;eto“umwwcﬂnm
might pile up,

Ressts are not meesssary: for meat birds and may
contribute to crooked breasts if used. Some growers
downﬁdathemnzfulh&cuﬂ;pﬂh;ofddu
birds. Some producers prefer to have roosts for laying

hens, eopesially for the Leghern-type strains. If used,
henahuﬂhwdxmeﬂnh&uofmostw

per bird.

Electric lights are not nessemary, but do have some
sdvantages. The use of dim morning and/or evening
lights gives the birds more feeding time and produces.
faster growth, They may also help prevent crewding
or pliiag of young birds by climinating shadews from
outside light ssurces. Lights in the laying house will
help maintain fall and winter egg production.

Nests will be seeded for laying fleeks. You will
need one individual asst or ene square foot of com-
munity nest spase for each four to five heas.

Fencing in the sange area (if used) will help confine
the older birda, whils protecting them from predators.
A fairly sl mesh pouliry setting er hinge joint

_poultry fensing offers more protection,

- Heotsic fans can be weed for summer vensilation.

.Nnmﬂmvmmmmmm

ever, if the houss has pleaty of opensdle windews and

if the heuse Is.Jocated prepesly. Use air outlets near
;thpkof&ch-oxﬂpmtﬂmmmprmn

the bufld-up of hot air uader the roof.
Lister serves to absord melsture and lasulate the

birds from cold floors, Start chicks or poults on four

inshes or more of litter. The litter material should
bed-tmmzaﬂdry.butmhﬂulydum

"The materials sesmsaly used include wood shavimgs,

chopped straw, crushed ssrmesbs, peat mess and com-
msrcial litters, Your birds are in almost constant con-
tact with the lister. It is important to remove and
replace areas that become damp, as a diseass control
mecasure. Additional litter may have to be added as
the flock grows,



WHAT ABOUT FEED?

A complete smash ratien purchased from a local feed supplier is
the casiest, but prebably. most expensive way of feeding the small

200
6500
100
0 4wk . swarter , 200
412 wk Frower ‘16 1200
0 15wk . finisher 14 1000
Pullets 0 8wk searter 20 400
812wk  grewer 17 400
1221wk developer 14 1400 X
21 +wk layer 25/day -~
, Q\\ ==
0 7wk  starser 28 600 “‘E‘
7-18 wk grawar 20 3000 i
Large 0 8wk s8ar%0r 28 1000 \
8-18 wk grewer 20 3000 i
1622wk finisher 14 2800 A\

* Total pounds of feed esneumed by 100 birds for the
period indicated, exsept fer layers (as noted).

Actual protein levels of purchased feeds vary seme-
markedly, depending on the feed used, climatic con-
ditions, general management, and age at slaughter or
production levels,

The complete ration is designed to fulfill all of the
nutritional nceds of the bird. However, the hems flock-
owner is usually not highly concerned with getting the .
best possible performance. In such cases, some "%y
savings in feed costs can be obtained by feeding other \{
available materials such as home grown graims, green \
plants and some table scraps. ¢



WHERE DO | GET IT?

Most of the needed equipment Is available from farm
supply stotes or catalogs. You can make roosts, nests
and feeders from wood, A popular roost consists of
2 by 2 inch material spaced 14 to 16 inches apart.
Raund off the upper edges of the reest boards to
reduce denting of the birds’ breasts. Mount the roosts
at least a foot above the floor, near the back wall of
the poa. s!opuqmwim-wﬂmofpuchpola
with the back perches higher to emsousage some of
the birds to use the bask rows. Make individual nest

" one foot square and one

| compartments.
foot high, nmmwmmm
parts earcfully to preveat feed wastage. You will find
Muouﬂnundtfﬂmhmmwdun

and disinfect.

A Youmybetbbwm-ulyby!mmm
cquipment at a farm austiea or from a farmer who no
longer raises poultry. @hsek used equipment for broken
mknhmfmmmmmmm
before purehasing. Also: check eleotsisnl equipment

N
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The cold winter months would require extra heat and
welkinsulated houses. .Most small flocks would do
better if brooded during the months of Apeil through
October, dopeading on your elimatic conditions. The
grewing periods and the expected live weights for the
common mest birds are:

Breiler-Fryers 7 t0.9 weeks = 3 to 4% pounds

Roasters 12 to0 16 weeks = 6 to 8 pounds

Small turkeys 16 to 18 weeks = 9 to 15 pounds

Large turkeys 20 to 22 wecks = 14-to 24 pounds

The weights listed indicate the rangs for sa unsexed
flock under good managesment. The dresscd weights will
be sbout 70 to 75 percent of the live weights.

You could easily raise two flocks of brofler-fryers
during the April to Octeber period. Roasters or turkeys
might be limited to ome flock, Laying hens are normally
kept year around., They will require a well-insulated
house and some supplementary heat during the colder
moaths. '

WHEN DO | START?

§ ~ carefully for damage to the wiring. If it does not

N \i ' appear to be safe er easlly repairable, you had better C{

X s\  look clsswhece. Recheck used oquipment thoroughly /
ot home to make sure everything is in good working

order well befare the chicks arrive. It is a good ides to

have a spare bulb on hasd for brooder units using

(ﬂ\ \.-.»‘«’-
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In making your plans, sensider the variatiens in your
available labse, especially your family vasation schedule.
Poultry requires daily sare. Plan to start your flock so
thatyouwﬂlnotbemyfromhonforanextwdcd
period while they are grewing. The biggest labor re-
quirements for your flock will eeme duriag the brooding
paﬂ(tbﬂmfwwskmb)mdwhcnyw
butcher your birds.

Ywmwmmwavouthehonmmmet
mths.espedaﬂyfonmﬂnabuil Extremely hot
weather creates problems of previding sdequate venti-
lation while avoiding drafts on young birds. A well-
ventilated house or the use of a partially shaded range
will reduce the summer heat problem for birds over
four weeks old.

Also consider your meat needs. An carly flock will
provide broilers for the summer barbeque season. You
might keep part of the flock longer to provide some
roasters ot start a second flogk in the carly summer.

A late summer flock can fill the freezer for winter.



WHAT KIND OF BIRDS?

First doside what elass er elasses of poultry you wast
to preduse — broilers - fryers, reasters, lsyess, small
turkeys or large turkeys. Then buy the kind of stock
designed for that purpess.

Crossbreeds wsing sembinations of Cernish, Ply-
mouth Resk and New ampshire bloed lines are most
often used fer broilesfryer and reasting chishen pro-
dustion. These eresses will sessh three to four peunds
In weight at sbout eight weeks of ags under goed
conditions and previde excellent meaty caresssss.
Leghom-type males are often svallsble st an attsactive
ﬂubutlhcymdoﬁynﬂfaﬂtopsvvﬂasm
eareass.

mwm::ewﬂdynm
and are tho best ogg predusers. Many hatehesiss 5ol
started puliets (st sbout 20 weeks of ago) to eommereial
preducers. You may be able to purshase 8 small flock
from their extea birds. Spent hess are commersial
layers that have been in production for 12 to 16
menths. These are often svailsble at very reassmable
priess, although you esmset expect them to produce
a6 many eggs as pulicks. Buying either started pullets
«mmﬂmmwmm
breeding pesied [s slssady comploted.

Bual purpess breeds ot strain crosses previde both

¢ggs and meat. Thcyp-ﬁhym'aa
rate semewhat lower than the Loghesa-type hens,
The males make fairly geed fryers or reasters. White
et Basred Plymouth Rocks, Rhede Island Reds, New
Hampshire Reds, Wyandoites and seme of the hesvier
stwain-ereeses fit this dual-purpese category.

mm“mdmﬂmnw

" as small, medium er large types ssserding to their
‘size whes mature. A desirable “finish™ on turkeys con-

gists of full Meshing and a medesats fat covering
under the skin. Each strain is bred to produce this
“finish™ st a spesific size and age. Under geed growing
canditions, the expected livewsight for the varfous
stenins would be:

Type Hen Weight (sge) Tom Woight (age)
Small 9 b (16 wks) 16 I (18 wks)
Medtum 11 1d (18 wis) 18 1b (20 wis)
Large 14 I (20 whs) 24 b (22 wks)

Aﬂwﬂlqmmﬁaﬂy depeading on
the feeding and management progams used. Pecide on
the fisal Eveweight you hepe to cbtain and choose

your stain sseesdingly. Most commereial turkeys are
sow white festhered.

lnﬂiunypoulﬁym day-eld chicks or
poults are the mast seenemisal cheise. You can pur-
chase them from Iseal hatehesiss er other poultry
spply businesses. hqywmnhuamomh
absed to incure having birds svallable when wanted.
Th-yh-y-muthnmm&u
last-minute arders. Chicks are wesaily svallable
straightrun o7 may be svailable sexed — afl fomales
or males. Buying semed birds has linthe advamtage for
the small flesheowner, cxcept they will prebably be
more even In sizo when grewn to maskict ags.

WHERE CAN | GET
MORE INFORMATION?

If you have desided to saise poultry, you may have further -

questions ¢t want additiena] pubbatisms. Castest your
county Extensiea efifise or the Department of Poultry
Selense, University of Wisconsin, Medisen, W1 53706. Lesal
feedmﬂupﬁyluhmdht:h:ymwmlb“.

US.D.A. Farmer’s Bulictin No. 2224, Raising Livesteek
on Smail Farms

Lcmbmmdmm
Gollage of Agrisuitural and Life Ssienses, University of
mmmamwem
meneel Boveiepment, University of Wiseensin—E£ xtension.

)
b4

University of Wissonain—@nwnasion, Ssie L. VenseBery, divectar, in cooperstion with ths Unitad States Depertment 0f Agricuiture and Wisconsin
counties, pudlishes thiy infarmetion to further the garpass of the Msy B end June 30, 1014 Acts of Congress; end provices sgusi opgertuniies bn
employment end pregramming. This publicstiss is svailshie to Wissensin residents from county Extension ageets. 11’3 evaitadls to out-afgtnte
purchaerns from Agrisuiture) Bultetia Builging, 1538 Observetory Orive, Medison, Wisconsin 63708. Editers, betore pubdlicizing, thould contact
m-&r\cum Bulistin Buitding to detsrmine its evailadility. Price tif1cen conts plus postage.



