
February 2023 Polk County 

CLOVER CONNECTION 



GIVE NOW TO SUPPORT POLK            
COUNTY 4-H 

By donating to 4-H, your support will provide our youth access to education          
resources and learning opportunities when they need it the most. These hands-on 

learning experiences will help build the confidence and skills they’ll need to        
navigate life’s challenges.  

 
To donate please go to https://wis4hfoundation.org/polk-county-4-h/ 

Dear 4-H Families, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you are all staying warm and safe after the wild start to our winter.  What 
better time would it be to get a jump start on those projects for this year!  I would like to take some 
time to focus on the importance of project meetings and how we can support the learning and growth 
of our youth. 
 
Project meetings are an important part of the educational experience for 4-H kids.  Adults and older 
youth leaders enhance learning for members through sharing their knowledge and experiences.   
Meetings can be scheduled throughout the year, and the number will vary depending upon the project 
area and what you are wanting to accomplish.  Winter months can be a great time to bring kids       
together for fun and learning.   
 
A great way to conduct a project meeting is to host it before or after your regularly scheduled monthly 
club meeting.  Don’t have many members in a specific project area?  No problem!  Contact the       
Extension office and we can connect you with more youth involved in the project to get more         
participation! 
 
Here are some tips for successful meetings: 
• Find out what the members want to learn and accomplish in their projects.   
• Review any safety measures that embers will need to follow. 
• Do an introductory activity related to the project so that members get to know one another. 
• Talk about what supplies will be needed and how the project meeting supplies will be paid for. 
• Assess when members are available for additional meetings, and the number of meetings they want.  

Ask members or parents to bring calendars to aid decisions. 
• Encourage parents to participate in meetings. 
 
If you are leading beginning level projects, ask older members in the project to help you.  This is a 
great leadership opportunity for them!   Parents are another excellent source of help.  Don’t hesitate to 
ask them to stay for the meeting and be active in their child’s project work.  We all have talents to 
share with youth.  Sharing knowledge and making the experience fun will encourage youth to        
continue to come back to the next meeting.  Above all, make sure the learning experience is fun! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lindsay Spindler 
Polk County 4-H Program Education 
lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu 
Cell:  (715) 501-8984 

mailto:lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
~4-H Meat 

Judging   

Contest 

5 6 7 8 9 
~Lindsay out 

of the office 

10 11 

12 
 

13 
~Interstate 

Livestock 

Show      

Committee 

Meeting 

14 
Happy  

Valentines 

Day 

15 16 17 
~Lindsay out 

of the office 

18 

19 
~ Sheep Kick

-Off  

 

~YQCA 

Training 

 

~~Camp 

Counselor 

Training 

20 
~Last day to 

register for 

Art Beat 

21 22 

 

23 
~Building Up 

Steam 

24 
~Lindsay out 

of the office 

25 
~ Clover   

College 

 

~ WI 4-H 

Dairy Bowl 

26 
~Dog Project 

Committee 

Meeting 

27 28     



Upcoming Ambassador      
Meetings  

March 27, 2023 6pm Justice Center 

May 22, 2023 6pm Justice Center 

Club Represented 
When the Money Gets 
Spent?   
The Polk County 4-H Leaders          
Federation Board of Directors is an 
Important Group for the Polk  County 

4-H Program. This Board Oversees the  Program 
and Makes Important Decisions About How and 
Where the Financial Resources of the  Program Are 
Spent. They Also Provide Direction for The          
Educational Programs. Each Club Can Send One 
Adult and One Youth Member as  Representatives 
to The Board. Youth Have an Equal Voice at The 
Table. The Board Meets Six Times a Year. 

MARCH 27, 2023, 7PM JUSTICE CENTER 

MAY 22, 2023, 7PM JUSTICE CENTER 

WHAT’S UP WITH YOUR CLUB? 

Would you like your Club featured in the next Clover 
Newsletter?  It’s simple! Write up a short article telling us 

just how fun your club’s event was and make sure to       
include a picture with the names of the members featured. 

Let us and other clubs know the good work you are doing in 
the community! To share your clubs story please email  

Kerry at: kerry.hill2@wisc.edu  

February  
4: 4-H Meat Judging Contest, Madison 

13: Interstate Livestock Show Committee Meeting, 7pm via Zoom 

17: Lindsay will be out of the office 

19: Camp Counselor Training. 6:30pm-7:30pm via Zoom 

19: Sheep Kick-Off, 2-4pm Justice Center 

19: YQCA Training, 12:30pm at the Justice Center 

20: Last day to register for Art Beat 

22: Wildlife and Woods Virtual Series (More information on 4-HOnline) 

23: Building Up Steam, 4-5:30pm at the St. Croix  Public Library 

25: Clover College, Spring Valley Middle/High School 

25: Wisconsin 4-H Dairy Bowl, Green Bay 

26: Dog Project Committee Meeting, 5pm, location TBD 

 

March  
5: Rabbit Kick-Off, 2pm at the Justice Center 

9: Robotics Kick-Off Meeting at 6:30pm-8pm. Located at, First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719        

Nevada St., SCF. 

9: Horse Kick-Off, 5pm at Our Lady of the Lakes Church in Balsam Lake 

12: Beef Kick-Off Meeting, 2pm-4pm at the Justice Center 

15: Registrations for the Talent Expo are DUE! 

17: Applications Due for 4-H Summer Intern  

19: Swine Kick-Off, 2-4 at the Justice Center 

19: YQCA, 4pm-5pm at the Justice Center 

22: Wildlife and Woods Virtual Series 

23: Robotics Workshop, 6:30pm-8pm, located at First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St.,    

SCF. 

25: Wisconsin 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl, Madison, WI 

30: Building Up Steam, 4-5:30pm at the St. Croix  Public Library 

 

April 
1: Registration Opens for Summer Academy: Exploring your WHY 

15: Talent Expo, Location TBD 

20: Robotics Workshop, 6:30pm-8pm, located at First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St.,    

SCF. 

22: Sheep & Goat Weigh In/ Swine Tag Pick Up, 9am-11am at the Fair Grounds 

22: Dog Project Kick Off Meeting, 3-5pm located at the Fair Grounds (Rain Date will be on April 29th) 

26: Wildlife and Woods Virtual Series 

27: Building Up Steam, 4-5:30pm at the St. Croix Public Library 

29: YQCA Training, 9am-10am at the Justice Center 

mailto:kerry.hill2@wisc.edu


SHEEP          
KICK-OFF 
MEETING 
February 19, 
2-4 PM  
Justice Center,               
Community Room 

BEEF KICK-OFF  
MEETING Sunday March 
12th from 2 to 4pm at the Justice 
Center Balsam Lake.  All Beef         
exhibitors are encouraged to attend the   
kickoff  meeting. Come prepared to share 

show day experiences and 
project knowledge.   

For questions contact 
Jake Loen 715-557-0138 
or Craig Scholz 612-751-
3236 

 

 

YQCA Trainings are 

now being offered in 

Polk County! There will be 

three opportunities to attend, one on     

February 19th starting at 12:30pm and the second one on March 19th starting at 4pm, and the 

third on April 29th starting at 9am. Trainings will be held at the Justice Center. 

All Quality Meats Participants MUST Complete the Training. Payments can be 

made through the YQCA website, https://yqcaprogram.org/ 

ART BEAT IS BACK! 
This Program was created for 4-H members in grades 3-
5, their parents and leaders. Art Beat! provides an              
opportunity for youth and their parents to experience 
five different art forms in a camping environment at 
Camp Upham Woods in Wisconsin Dells. Art Beat! 
track leaders are older 4-H Youth, 4-H Leaders, and 
staff.  

4-H members will explore their own creativity while 
discovering the great variety of 4-H Arts &             
Communication experiences available to them now and 
in the near future. Session leaders will be 4-H older 
youth, adult leaders, and 4-H staff members with a 
wealth of experience to share.  

For more information and how to register, please visit 
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-
events-and-opportunities/art-beat/?
fbclid=IwAR1JXIG3_-
kTVH4dY7y32IxWrDi-
UI4f1_THU3BpEn2SLSrTMnAcTpuJ1csE 

Registration will close February 20th 

Rabbit Kick-Off Meeting on March 5th at 2:00pm 

We will meet in the Community Room at the Polk County Justice Center in Balsam 
Lake. 

We would like 4Her’s to bring ideas for other workshops. Please do not bring 
rabbit! 

We will talk about any problems with rabbits and answer any questions! 

Becky Larson– 715-294-2830 

Carol Suckut– 715-410-5078 

https://yqcaprogram.org/


Po-Croix-Bar-Pierce 4-H Camp Counselor 
Training Dates! 

Training dates will be held in a combination of virtual and in-person. 

•Sunday, February 19, 6:30-7:30 PM via Zoom -  Connections and       

Planning 

•Sunday, March 5 6:30-7:30 PM via Zoom - Policies and Planning 

•Sunday, April 30 1:00-5:00 PM in-person, Polk County Fairgrounds 4-H 

Building 

•Tuesday, June 13 10:00 AM-2:00 PM in-person, Camp Kiwanis 

 

Please reach out to Lindsay at lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu if you 

have any questions. 

Scan the QR 
Code to Sign Up 
for the Dairy 
Newsletter! We 
promise we won't 
spam you! We intend 
to publish every 4-6 
weeks. Our         
newsletters will     

contain 1-2 articles, upcoming events, and a 
spotlight on an educator or specialist.  

HORSE KICK-OFF!    

MARCH 9TH AT 5:00 PM AT OUR   

LADY OF THE LAKES CHURCH IN 

BALSAM LAKE 

Swine Kick-Off 
Meeting! March 
19th from 2pm-4pm   
Located 
at the       
Justice 
Center 



 ATTENTION! It’s 
that time of year again 
where  winter weather can 
be very unpredictable. Due 
to any unforeseen weather         

conditions 
some UW-
Extension 
programs and 
activities may 
cancel    
without      
notice. Please 

make sure your email is 
updated in 4HOnline so we 
can send out cancellation 
emails, and please check 
on the website for         
cancellation  updates as 
well. ( https://
polk.extension.wisc.edu/4-
h-youth-development/
welcome-to-4-h/4-h-
calendar/) 

Youth interested in 
Robotics who are         
Explorers (9-19 years 
old), this is your 
chance to sign up to 
work with Sphero Ball 
programing and EV3 
Robot construction 

and programing. These workshops are intended to get a      
Robotics youth and their project ready for the Pre-Fair Run 
Off.  

In these workshops youth will have a chance to work at  various 
levels of complexities in  Robotics with guidance if needed. Youth 

will have an opportunity to work with Sphero balls and learn to 
program them to run/light/sound in various complexities of courses. 

They will also have a chance to build EV3 Robots and learn to   
program them to use various sensors and run various challenges.  

Work Shop Dates:  

March 9th, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm: Kick-Off (All MUST       

Attend),   

March 23rd, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm,   

April 20th, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm,   

May 4th, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm,   

May 20th, Saturday 9 to 11 am,   

June 3rd, Saturday 9 to 11 am,   

June 24th, Saturday 1 to 3 pm*.   

Our Pre-Fair Run Off is tentatively scheduled for July 8th,   

Saturday 12:30 until done.  

All workshops and the Pre-Fair Run Off will be held at 
First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St., SCF. 

Any questions, please email Shirley at                           

smillerfrey@gmail.com. 
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BECOME A 4-H 

VOLUNTEER 
Volunteers help 

make 4-H possible! 
To volunteer, you don’t need to 
have previous experience   
working with youth. The most 
important qualifications are: 

•A desire to work with 
young  people to help 
them learn new 
things and gain life 
skills; and 

•Wanting to  provide 
youth with positive 
experiences in a safe 
and welcoming      
environment. 

 
If you are 18 years or older and  
interested in becoming a 4-H      
volunteer, we can help. We will 
provide new  volunteers 
with Volunteers in Preparation           
Training about how to work       
effectively with youth and what  
resources are available to            
volunteers. We will also ask you 
to participate in a Mandated           
Reporter  Training & Title IX 
Training to learn more about 
how to  protect youth from child 
abuse and neglect. Finally, to 
ensure the safety of all youth 
and volunteers, a Volunteer    
Behavior Expectations       
Agreement and background 
check are required.  

Depending on their role, some 
volunteers may be asked to 
complete subject matter         
specific trainings as well as 
training to enrich their 
knowledge of youth                
development (for example   
chaperones or Shooting Sports    
leaders). 

All volunteers, both new and       
returning, are also required to 
take training on how to report 
sexual   misconduct. Answers to 
questions about reporting and 
training are available on our 
FAQ page. 

For more information 
please contact Lindsay 

Spindler,                                         
Lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu 

Do you have 
a fantastic 
skill you 

would like 
to show?   

Music, dance, speaking, videography, and more are    
welcome to be shared this year at Turtle Lake School 
on April 15, 2023.   

This is a great way to showcase all your hard work from Solo/
Ensemble as well!  You can bring pre-recorded accompaniments 
if needed.  Individual/small group entries should be completed in     
4-H Online under events.  Large group/club entries should be 
filled out on a paper copy and sent to your county educator.  For 
more information, check out the event descriptions in this 
month's Clover Connection.  Entries are now open!   

Deadline for entries is March 15 

BARRON 
POLK TALENT 

EXPO 2023 
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To Register please complete the following and email By Friday, February 24th  to 

Shirley @ smillerfrey@gmail.com. Registration is first come first serve and limited due to 

the number of kits we have. Dates and times for the workshops are listed below: Youth 

Must be at the first Kickoff meeting March 9 at 6:30 – 8 pm (kits will be assign to youth 

this evening) and at least 5 of the 7 dates of workshops to be able to complete their project. 

All workshops and the Pre-Fair Run Off will be held at First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 

719 Nevada St., SCF. 

 

Name of youth:________________________________________________ 

 

Age of youth: __________     

 

Youth wants to work with (please x the line):  

Sphero Balls: ____________ (this is all about programing at different and new challenge 

levels )     

 

EV3 Robots: _____________   (this is building a Bot from a kit and program to meet   

challenges) 

 

Both:  _____________ 

 

“Junk Box Robotics”: ___________ (Build from “whatever” your materials and          

programing) 

 

  4-H Club youth is a member:_____________________________________        

 

 Is youth registered in the Robotics project?   _____Yes     ____No  

 Does youth want to show Robotics at the Polk Co. Fair?  Yes ________   No _________ 

 

Name of Parent: ________________________________________________ 

 

Contact phone number for parent: ___________________________________ 

 

Email address for parent: __________________________________________ 

 

Work Shop dates: March 9th, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm = Kick off (All must attend),  

March 23rd, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm,  April 20th, Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm,  May 4th,   

Thursday 6:30 to 8 pm,  May 20th, Saturday 9 to 11 am,  June 3rd, Saturday 9 to 11 am,  

June 24th, Saturday 1 to 3 pm*.  Our Pre-Fair Run Off is tentatively scheduled for July 8th, 

Saturday 12:30 until done. 

 

In these workshops youth will have a chance to work at various levels of complexities in 

Robotics with guidance if needed. Youth will have an opportunity to work with Sphero 

2023 ROBOTICS REGISTRATION FORM 

mailto:smillerfrey@gmail.com








 Turtle Lake School 
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