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February 

3: 4-H Meats Judging Competition, Madison 

11: Rabbit Kick Off, 2-4 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

14: Registration Due for Cross Stitch Workshop 

18: Dairy Kick Off, 2-4 p.m., St. Croix Falls High School Commons 

20: Interstate Livestock Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom 

22: Simple Cross Stitch Workshop, 6pm at the Polk County Justice 

Center 

22: Deadline to get articles into the newsletter 

24: Clover College, Camp St. Croix, Hudson 

25: YQCA, 12:30 p.m., Polk County Justice Center - Must Pre-Register at yqcaprogram.org 

25: Sheep Kick Off, 2-4 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

26: Horse Kick Off, registration - 5:30 p.m., meeting begins 6:00 p.m., location TBD 

29: Robotics Project Kick-Off, 6:30 –8, First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St., SCF. 

 

March 

2: 4-H Leader Training! Starting at 2pm located at the Balsam Lake Ladge 

2: 4-H Dairy Bowl Contest, UW Green Bay 

3: Camp Counselor Training, 6:30 via Zoom 

10: Beef Kick Off, 1-3 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

10: YQCA, 3:15 p.m., Polk County Justice Center - Must Pre-Register at yqcaprogram.org 

13: Registration Due for Sewing Workshop 

14: Robotics Project Meeting, 6:30-8, First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St., SCF. 

16: Livestock Quiz Bowl & Skillathon, Madison 

17: Goat Kick-Off, 2-4 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

21: Basic Sewing Workshop, 6pm  at the First Presbyterian Church of Saint Croix Falls 

22: Deadline to get articles into the newsletter 

25: Ambassador Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

25: Leader Federation, 7:00 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

25: Wildlife and Woods Virtual Series 

28: Robotics Project Meeting, 6:30-8, First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St., SCF. 

 

April 

4: Robotics Project Meeting, 6:30-8, First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St., SCF 

10: Registration Due for Finger Knitting Workshop 

14: Swine Kick Off & Tag Pick Up, 2-4 p.m., Polk County Justice Center 

14: YQCA, 12:30 p.m., Polk County Justice Center - Must Pre-Register at yqcaprogram.org 

18: Finger Knitting Workshop, 6pm at the Polk County Justice Center 

22: Deadline to get articles into the newsletter 

22: Wildlife and Woods Virtual Series 

25: Robotics Project Meeting, 6:30-8, First Presbyterian Church of SCF at 719 Nevada St., SCF 

27: Sheep & Goat Weigh In, 9-11 a.m., Polk County Fairgrounds 



Would you like your Club featured in the next Clover  
Newsletter?  It’s simple! Write up a short article telling 
us just how fun your club’s event was and make sure to 
include a picture with the names of the members         
featured. Let us and  other clubs know the good work you 
are doing in the community! To share your clubs story 
please email Kerry at:  kerry.hill2@wisc.edu  

WHAT’S UP 
WITH YOUR 

CLUB? 

4-H Project Kick-Offs 
Rabbit Kick-Off: February 11, 2-4pm Justice Center 

Dairy Kick-Off: February 18, 2-4pm SCF High School 

Sheep Kick-Off: February 25, 2-4pm Justice Center 

Horse Kick-Off: February 26, 5:30 at Unity Highschool 

Robotics Kick-Off: Feb. 29, 6:30-8pm, First Pres. Church 

Beef Kick-Off: March 10, 1-3pm, at the Justice Center 

Goat Kick-Off: March 17, 2-4pm, at the Justice Center 

Camp        
Counselor 
Training, 
March 3rd 
starting at 
6:30pm via 

AMBASSADOR MEETING 
WILL BE HELD ON 
MARCH 25TH STARTING 
AT 6PM LOCATED AT 
THE JUSTICE CENTER 

4-H LEADERS         
FEDERATION MEETING 
WILL BE HELD ON 
MARCH 25TH STARTING 
AT 7PM LOCATED AT THE 
JUSTICE CENTER 

 Interstate Livestock 
Committee Meeting 

will be held on          
February 20th        

starting at 7pm via 
Zoom 

mailto:kerry.hill2@wisc.edu


4-H kids were able to grow 
their volleyball skills and 

have fun playing on Sunday 
nights from November 5th -         

December 10th at Clear Lake 
High School. Some kids    
attended every night and 

many others came when they could and did a great 
job!  Shout out to Alyssa Fouks (4-H alumni) and Mat-
thew Pribble for helping with the middle school kids!   

 
Next year we will be running it again 11/10/24 - 

12/15/24 for grades 5-13.  Let me know if you would 
like to help coach, send your kids or have  questions 

regarding what we do. 

Gina Schneider 715-965-0782 

Join the 4-H  
Volleyball 
Club! 

Youth interested in Robotics who are Explorers (9
-19 years old), this is your chance to sign up to 
work with Sphero Ball programing and EV3     
Robot construction and programing. These    
workshops are  intended to get a Robotics youth 
and their project ready for the Pre-Fair Run Off.  

In these workshops youth will have a chance to 
work at  various levels of complexities in Robotics 
with guidance if needed. Youth will have an     
opportunity to work with Sphero balls and learn to 
program them to run/light/sound in various     
complexities of courses. They will also have a 
chance to build EV3 Robots and learn to program 
them to use various sensors and run various    
challenges.  

2024 Work Shop Dates:  

• February 29th, 6:30 to 8 pm: Kick-Off & 

Orientation (All MUST Attend),   

• March 14th, 6:30 to 8 pm, Ev3 Robotics 

Build Time 

• March 28th, 6:30 to 8 pm, EV3 Robotics 

Build Time 

• April 4
th, 6:30 to 8 pm, Sphero Balls and 

EV3 Work Time 

• April 25th, 6:30 to 8pm,Sphero Balls and 

EV3 Programing  

• May 2nd, 6:30 to 8pm, Sphero Balls and 

EV3 Programing    

• May 18th, 9am-11am, EV3 Programing   

• June 1st, 9am-11am, Sphero & EV3 and 

Fair Discussions 

• June 6th, 6:30pm-8pm, EV3 Programing 

• June 29th, 9am-11am, Sphero Balls & EV3 

Final Programing  

• July 6th, 12:30 for Registration, 1-5pm is 

the Pre-Fair Run Off 

• July 26th, 11am-12, All Robotics Youth 

Present Demonstrations at the Fair (times 

may be adjusted closer to fair) 

 

All workshops and the Pre-Fair Run Off will 
be held at First Presbyterian Church of SCF 

at 719 Nevada St., SCF. 

Any questions, please email Shirley at                                

smillerfrey@gmail.com. 

ALL CLUB AND GROUP LEADERS 
ARE INVITED TO A SESSION OF IDEA EXCHANGES 

AND FUN!  JOIN US ON SATURDAY, MARCH 2, FROM 
2:00-4:00 P.M., AT THE BALSAM LAKE LODGE.   

A free meal will be provided thanks to the Polk 
County 4-H Leader Federation!  Please RSVP to 
the Extension office (call 715-485-8607 or email 
lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu) by Friday, February 
16th to make sure we plan for enough food.   



Volunteers may       
remember               

participating in VIP (Volunteers in Preparation), 
and now we are shifting to a new version of  
orientation called “Grow Green.” This is a new, 
interactive orientation that is available online or 
available in a paper format to be read offline.  It 
is designed to be taken whenever convenient 
for the potential new volunteer.   

A little bit more about Grow Green: 

 Offered online at this link:   
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/
volunteer-resources/training-for-
volunteers/grow-green/ - just click on 
the green “Start the Training” button to 
begin 

Two short, interactive modules – one    
module is an introduction to volunteer-
ing in Extension and Wisconsin 4-H, 
and a second module that is geared    
towards a specific volunteer 
role.   Combined, this orientation should 
take around 45 minutes to complete.  

Lots of practical tips – in the training    modules, new volunteers will learn about some of the 4-H 
guiding principles (Essential          Elements, Life Skills Development, Ages & Stages of Youth) 
and gain some really practical tips to use as a volunteer.  

Start and stop at your leisure – if you start the training and need to step away, you can come back 
to the website using the same device you started with and it will pick up where you left off.  

We are hopeful that this will make orientation more convenient and beneficial!  This orientation is     
required for new volunteers, but it is available online for all volunteers to take as a refresher.   
Thank you to our volunteers for mentoring and supporting the youth in 4-H! 

Grow Green! 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/training-for-volunteers/grow-green/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/training-for-volunteers/grow-green/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/training-for-volunteers/grow-green/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/training-for-volunteers/grow-green/


This survey is being conducted as a part of 12 state effort to document the impact of volunteering.  

It will focus on three areas: 

· the personal benefits of your volunteer experience 

· the impact you have on the organization by             
volunteering 

· how your volunteer efforts contribute to your       
community in which you live and work.  

A random sample of volunteers of 1000  volunteers 
from each state will be surveyed. This study will be 
conducted through an electronic survey. If you are    
selected, you will receive an email to let you know you 
have been selected to participate. 

You may be picked! If you are, please respond. We 
want to hear from you and learn from your volunteer 
experiences.  

4-H Volunteer Impact Study  

Join us for virtual              
opportunities to learn 

about Careers &        
Competitions in Wildlife 
& Woods! This new virtual  

series is open to youth in 
grades 6-12 and adult leaders. 

Come learn about what's 
available for our older youth in 
4-H! Event registration is open 
now in 4HOnline. You can at-
tend as many hour long ses-

sions as you like! 





We are hosting several workshops this year for youth to sample these 
4-H Project areas. If you have some skills in any of these areas and 
want to improve your proficiency, join us, we can help you grow your 
skills. The Workshops are for Explorer and Older youth and Must be 
registered in advance. Each Workshop will have a $3.00 Materials fee 
which will be collected at the Workshop. Registration is separate for 
Each workshop. You are welcome to sign up every one of them. 

 

Workshops 
•Simple Cross Stitch: February 22nd, 

Thursday 6:00pm to 7:30 pm at the Balsam Lake Justice Center meet-

ing room. We will make a hanging ornament. (Registration due by  

February 14th) 

•Basic Sewing: March 21st, Thursday 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at the First             

Presbyterian Church of SCF. We will be making a small pillow. 

(Registration due by March 13th) 

•Finger Knitting: April 18th, Thursday 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at the Balsam 

Lake Justice Center meeting room. We will be making a scarf. 

(Registration due by April 10th) 

• Blending of two skills: May 30th, Thursday 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at the 

Balsam Lake Justice Center meeting room. Project = TBD. 

(Registration due by May 22nd) 

To Register, please email Shirley Miller-Frey, smillerfrey@gmail.com: 
Youth Name, Youth Grade, Name of your 4-H Club, Parents Name and 

Contact Email and which Workshop you are signing up for.  

INTERESTED IN 
CROCHETING/
KNITTING/
SEWING/HOME 
FURNISHINGS? 











Wisconsin Rural Opportunities  
Foundation, Inc Premier Scholarship  

The Premier Scholarship will open on January 5th and close on     

Wednesday, March 6th 

   
This year, the Wisconsin Rural Opportunities Foundation will award five outstanding high 

school seniors from rural Wisconsin each with a $3,000 scholarship. Only online            

applications will be accepted. For the application, and for more information, please visit 

www.wrof.org.  

 

Some of the criteria that will be used when choosing students: 

•The high school senior has lived in rural Wisconsin for at least two years. "Rural" 

is defined as traditional rural areas and rural towns with a population of 25,000 

or less. 

•The high senior is attending a public or private school in Wisconsin. 

•The high school senior is pursuing post-secondary education and plans on       re-

turning to rural Wisconsin upon graduation. 

•The high school senior will pursue a degree in a field that will support the      eco-

nomic health and well-being of rural communities in Wisconsin. This          in-

cludes fields in agriculture, healthcare, large animal veterinary care,               en-

vironmental studies, and sustainable practices. 

The high school senior has financial need. 

 

Three letters of recommendation are requested and help in the selection process, but are 

not required. 

 

Selection will be completed by an ad hoc committee. 

 

The scholarship award will support tuition and educational expenses, up to $1,500 per   

semester, and will continue if a 2.5 GPA is maintained. 

 



Wisconsin 4-H Foundation Higher     
Education Scholarship                        

Opportunities 
The Wisconsin 4-H Foundation will award more than $20,000 in scholarships to outstanding 

Wisconsin 4-H members and alumni pursuing higher education in 2024.  To be considered for 

financial support, applications will be accepted starting December 15, 2023, and must be        

received by the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation via email by Friday, March 1, 2024, 5:00 pm. 

Wisconsin 4-H Foundation scholarships are awarded to students based on demonstrated          

personal growth through 4-H, development and leadership in 4-H, academic performance and 

future educational goals.  

To be eligible for Wisconsin 4-H Foundation scholarships students must have been a Wisconsin 

4-H member for at least three years; should have a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 

scale, and be enrolled or planning to enroll at a university, college or technical school during the 

2024-2025 academic school year.  Scholarship winners from previous years are not eligible to 

receive a second 4-H Foundation scholarship. 

All applications must adhere to the conventions outlined below.  Any application that does not 

meet these requirements will not be considered.  All documents must be emailed to the 4-H 

Foundation as one, two-page PDF.  Any other cloud/internet shared documents will be NOT be 

accepted (do NOT use Google Docs, for example). 

The application materials represent what youth may be asked to submit when applying for jobs. 

We encourage applicants to treat this process as if applying for a position. For help with creating 

cover letters and résumés, applicants should reach out to their club leaders, county educator or a 

teacher or parent. 

Applications must be emailed to scholarships@Wis4HFoundation.org.  Applications 

will consist of a résumé and a cover letter.  These two documents must be saved as 

one, two-paged PDF with page one the cover letter and page two the résumé.  

mailto:scholarships@Wis4HFoundation.org


DHIA Polk-Burnett Scholarship 
These scholarships will be made available by the AgSource DHIA Foundation for  

students enrolled in post high school education or planning to pursue post high school 

education. Each scholarship recipient will receive $500.00 in scholarships.             

Applicant’s family must reside in Polk or Burnett Counties or be a present or past 

member of the Polk-Burnett DHI AgSource. 

Preference may be given to students in agriculture related majors and students of farm 

families. Scholarship proceeds will not be given until student has successfully      

completed one semester of post high school education and a transcript is sent in   

showing the semester completion.  An applicant may be entering or already enrolled 

in post high school education programs. 

Applications must be completed by April 1st and turned into the      

Extension Office 

You can find the applications on our website under the 4-H tab “Forms 

& Applications,” or at: https://polk.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-

development/forms-and-applications/ 
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