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NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY, 2026

POLK GOUNTY LERDERS
FEDERATION MEETING

The Polk County 4-H Leaders
Federation Board oversees the
4-H Program, making key
decisions about financial
resource allocation and
educational direction. Each
club can send one adult and
one youth representative,
ensuring youth have an equal
voice. The board meets six
times a year.

MARCH 23, 7:00PM
POLK COUNTY GOV, CENTER

2026 CLOVER Want your club to shine
C O L L E G E I In the next Newsletter?

o It’s a piece of cake! Just whip up a fun
little article about your club’s latest
shindig and don't forget to snap a pic

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 with all the fabulous members in it!
ST. CROIX FALLS HIGH SCHOOL Share your club's community

contributions by emailing Kerry
This exciting day is for youth in grades K-5, at kerry.hill2@wisc.edu!

featuring workshops on various 4-H projects.
Children will complete projects to showcase at the
fair, engaging in activities like model rockets and Need a Paller GOIW of the
cake decorating. Friendly instructors will ensure a o]

fun and educational experience in a supportive “ewsm“er'

environment. Don't miss this opportunity for your 'CfOYpOUoﬁgﬁédnlékesﬁgtiicegz pager,
: y w r; r
child to explore and grow! out to Kerry, kerry.hill2@wisc.edu, with

our name and address you would like
Registration is located in the back of the newsletter %/he newsletter sent g




FEBRUARY

04: Winter Academy: Creative Communication with Lego Serious Play, 6pm-7:30pm
via zoom

05: Robotics EV3 Session, 6:30-8pm, First Presbyterian Church of SCF

06: Camp Counselor Applications are DUE!

07: Dairy quiz bowl, UN-Green Bay, Stem Innovation Center

10: Needle Felting: First session, 6-7:30pm, first presbyterian church of SCF
11-12: Otffice closed for all colleague meeting

14: Happy Valentine's Day

22: YQCA Classes: 12:30PM, Polk County Gov. Center

22: Sheep project kick-off meeting, 2-4pm, Polk County Gov. Center

22: Clover Connect: Hands to Larger Service, 7pm, Zoom

22: Dairy Project kick-off meeting, 1-3pm, Polk County Gov. Center

23: Clover Connect: Hands to Larger Service, 12PM, Zoom

24: Needle Felting: second session, 6-7:30pm, First Presbyterian Church of SCF
26: Robotics EV3 Session, 6:30-8:30pm, First Presbyterian Church of SCF

28: Clover College, St. Croix Falls High School

MARCH

01: YQCA Classes, 12:30PM Polk County Gov. Center

01: Beef project kick-off meeting, 2pm-4pm, Polk County Gov. Center
01: Applications due for Summer Academy advisors/young adult leaders
08: YQCA Classes, 12:30PM, Polk County Gov. Center

08: Swine project Kick-Off Meeting, Ng O4pm, Polk County Gov. Center
12:Registrations due for Basic Embroidery Sessions

13-15: Art Beat, Upham Woods
Outdoor Learning Center

15: YQCA Classes, 12:30PM, Polk

County Gov. Center Now Hiring! ﬁ%\\
15: Goat project kick-off meeting, (@
2pm-4pm, Polk County Gov. Center Polk County 4-H 74

15: Sheep Workshop, 3-5pm, Polk summer UW-MADISON EXTENSION

County Gov. Center

21: Livestock Skillathon and Quiz Intern

Bowl, UN-Madison campus

22: Clover Connect: Making 4-H T T——

Mee’rings Fun, 7PM, Zoom asummer intern to assist with

23: Clover Connect: Making 4-H programming! This position
allows you to gain experience

Meetings Fun, 12PM, Zoom working with youth,

23: 4-H Leaders Federation LRI R il
partners to develop youth-led

Meeting, 7pm at the Polk County activities.

~— Why Choose Us?

Gov. Center _
) . Must be 18 and a high school

24: BGS|C Embr‘Oldery, 6pm—7:50pm, graduatetoapp|y‘ LEBF'I'INGWSI‘(“'S"{

First Presbyterian Church of SCF 20 Pt & woek Flexible Schedule &

24-29: CWF - Ignite, Washington DC May 25- August 7 Fast Paced & Fun! &

26: RObOHCS EVZ” 6:Ompm_8pm’ https:/!go.wisc.edu.n'tarwcns

First Pres b yf erian C h urc I"I O'F SCF Appl‘/ TOde @ Questions: lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu
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Meet Our

New
AmeriCorps
Memberl

Hello Polk County! My
name is Claire Anderson,
and | am working with Polk
County 4-H as an
AmeriCorps Member. My
background in 4-H is
lifelong as | was a 4-H
member in the Pierce
County program from age
5 to 19. There, |
participated in the dairy
project, dairy judging,
foods and clothing revue,
swine project, creative
writing project, and many
more. | am a recent
graduate of the University
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
and am excited to return
to 4-H in a professional
capacity, serving as a
leader and role model for
current members. | am
excited to start meeting
people in the Polk County
4-H community and to
begin planning events to
get the 4-H message to
even more people.
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Registration is open for the 2026 4-H Robotics Project Workshops for
youth aged 9 to 19 interested in robotics. Participants will work with
Sphero Ball programming, and EV3 robot construction and
programming, preparing for the Pre-Fair Run Off.

All workshops, along with the Pre-Fair Run OFFf, will take place at the First
Presbyterian Church of SCF, located at 719 Nevada 5t., 5t Croix Falls

EV3 Sessions:

¢ Thursday, February 5th, 6:30-8PM
e Thursday, February 26th, 6:30-8PM
e Thursday, March 26th, 6:30-8PM e Saturday, June 20th, 1IPM-3PM
¢ Thursday, April 16th, 6:30-8PM e Saturday, June 27", 1PM-3PM

Please note: Our Pre-Fair Run OFF is tentatively set for Saturday, July 11th, 12:30 - 5:00

ILE 4{)

Orgsy®

Basic Embroidery: 2 Sessions. Learn & make 3 stitches and a design using
those 3 stitches: Tuesday, March 24th and April 7th, 6-7:30PM. Cost $3.
Please register participating youth Name, Age, Parent’s Name, and Contact
info. by March 12th for both sessions.

Sphero & EV3 Sessions:
e Thursday, April 30th, 6:30-8PM
e Saturday, May 9th, 1IPM-3PM

All workshops will take place at the First
Presbyterian Church of SCF, located at
719 Nevada St., St Croix Falls

Needle Felting: 2 Sessions (possibly a 3rd
session) Tuesdays, February 10th and 24th, 6
7.30PM.  Cost $10. Please register
participating youth Name, Age, Parent’s Name,
and Contact info. By January 30th for both
sessions.

Sewing (Basics plus) Make a Tie Apron: 3 Sessions. Tuesdays, April 21st, April
28th, May 5", 6-7:30PM. Cost $8. Please register participating youth Name,
Age, Parent’s Name, and Contact info. by April 9th for all 3 sessions.

Please send all registrations and questions to Shirley at
smillerfrey@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
CLOVERBUD DAY CAMPS!

Do you enjoy working with young children and
want to make a difference in just a few hours?
We're looking for adult volunteers to help with
easy activities and crafts at our Cloverbud Day
Camps!

o

e Camps run Saturdays from 9 AM to 1 PM
¢ All activities are simple— we'll provide step-by-step instructions
* No experience needed — just bring your enthusiasm and a smile!

Interested in volunteering at future Cloverbud Day Camps? Please email
Kerry Hill, kerry.hill2@wisc.edu, for more information and upcoming day
camp dates!



CLOVER COLLEGE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We are excited to announce that Clover College is coming back
to St. Croix Falls High School on Saturday, February 28th! This
event is a day filled with hands-on workshops and leaning
experiences for youth and we need your help to make it a
success!

Volunteer Opportunities:
We are looing for enthusiastic individuals to fill these important roles:
e Classroom Assistance: Support instructors during sessions and help
youth engage in activities
e Hallway Assistance: Guide youth to their designated classrooms and
keep things running smoothly
e Youth Partners: You will be partnered with a specific youth that may
need accommodations to participate and help them have a positive
experience.

Ready to Volunteer?
Sign up today at, https://go.wisc.edu/jv8ytw, or contact us for
more information: Lindsay.spindler@wisc.edu

PAIRY QUIEZ BOWE
WISCONE!H
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The contest will be held on February 7th at
UW Green Bay in the STEM Innovation
Building, 2019 Technology Way, Green Bay
The Dairy Bowl is a quiz competition
focused on dairy topics, encouraging 4-H
members to deepen their knowledge of
dairy animals and related subjects.

It offers an educational program for all dairy
project members, including those without a
dairy animal.

Participants develop alertness,
self-confidence, teamwork skills,
and mastery of dairy science.

Lk

UW-MADISON EXTENSION

12PM 7th FEB

o, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay,
STEM Innovations Center
,@ % REGISTER YOUR TEAMS TODAY!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO!!

https://go.wisc.edu/jxuOmm

Registration Open Now
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April 11th

Event Information: barron. nsion.wi 4h/4h
Registration Link: https://26 rtalent.4honline.com
Registration Deadline: March 15, 2026

Registration in multiple categories encouraged (groups (large or small), duets, solos

ance
.

2 deinonstrations

drama

Location: Turtle Lake HS
Time: 9AM-1PM

ARE YOU READY TO INSPIRE
THE NEXT GENERATION?

Join us as an Adult Advisor or Young
Adult Leader at Summer Academy!
Help youth grow, learn, and lead—all
while having fun. Apply today!

WHO DO WE NEED?

Adult Advisors: Provide mentorship,
supervision, and logistical support.

Young Adult Leaders: Serve as role models,
lead activities, and support youth engagement.

WHY VOLUNTEER?

e Make a lasting impact on youth.

¢ Build leadership and mentoring skills.

e Be part of a fun, educational summer
experience.

WHAT’S INVOLVED?

e June 14-18, 2026 at
the beautiful
University of
Wisconsin-Madison
campus

e Training provided,
both virtual and in
person to help you
prepare

¢ |Lodging, meals, and transportation covered

APPLICATION PROCESS

Online form - for all statewide educational
experiences

Deadline: February 28, 2026 (for Summer
Academy specific applicants)

| Please Email

L\ g4 Lindsay,

). lindsay.spindler@
¥ % wisc.edu, for any
8. questions



Want 10 Learn Some new
community Service or
€NGAGING, FUN aCTIVITIES
FOr your CLUB?

SAVE THE DATE!
Clover Connect

Idea sharing zooms for 4-H volunteers and older youth

Hands to Larger Service:
Community Service Ideas

Sunday, Feb 22 @ 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb 23 @ 12 Noon

Making 4-H Meetings Fun: Bringing
Laughter & Learning to 4-H Meetings

Sunday, Mar22 @ 7 p.m.
Monday, Mar 23 @ 12 Noon

/ EiE
W For More Info: 3

[Ede
UW-MADISON EXTENSION

REGISTRATION OPEN!

MARCH 13-15
UPHAM WOODS OUTDOOR LEARNING CENTER

What is 4-H ArtBEAT!?
¢ Introduction to Wisconsin 4-H Expressive Arts &
Camp/Overnight Experiences
¢ 4-H Members grades 3-5, parents and leaders
o Try different types of art (visual arts, drama, music, STEM) led
by adult volunteers
e Experience camp and stay in cabins with high school
counselors and adult chaperones
Youth participants will rotate through a variety of hands-on
sessions held at various sites throughout camp, including
outdoors (be sure to dress accordingly).
Registration will be open in 4HOnline from January 12-
February 8, 2026.

Register here:
26wi4hartbeat.4honline.com

HAVE AN IDEA YOUR CLUB WOULD
LIKE TO SHARE? JOIN IN THE
CLOVER CONNECT IDEA SHARING
ZOOMS THIS SPRING!

TWO ENGAGING, INTERACTIVE TOPICS
ARE PLANNED:
Hands to Larger Service: Community
Service Ideas
Sunday, Feb 22 at 7 p.m. & Monday,
Feb 23 at Noon (same content will be
repeated)

Making 4-H Meetings Fun: Bringing
Laughter and Learning to 4-H
Meetings

Sunday, Mar 22 at 7 p.m. & Monday,
Mar 23 at Noon (same content will be
repeated)

The sessions will include information
sharing, hands-on learning, and time to
share ideas with other older youth
leaders and adult volunteers from
across the state!

Register for one or both topics by
visiting https://go.wisc.edu/pbm474.
Both sessions will be recorded, and
resources will be shared with those
who sign up!

Zoom connection information will be
shared closer to each session date.

Polk
County

Dairy Kick Off

Join us for a special opportunity to
learn about the inside of a cow and see
real organs! Led by Dr. Fuenzalida, the
session will be followed by a hands-on

activity as we explore the female
reproductive tract, heart and lungs!

Sunday, Feb. 22,2026

1-3p.m.

Where: Polk County Government Center
100 Polk County Plaza
Balsam Lake, W1 54810

JOIN US IN WELCOMING:
Dr. Maria Jose Fuenzalida
Assistant Professor, Dairy Science
University of Wisconsin-River Falls

*For youth also in the livestock project, your participation
will count towards Quality Meats Educational Credits.




SAVE THE DATES ¥<=2="9t  PRE-FAIR JUDGING FOR 2026

&

STATE 4-H LIVESTOCK iy
b

SEEINE \ &7 SATURDAY, JULY 11
4-H MEATS JUDGING CONTEST :
SKILLATHON AND QUIZ BOWL * Dept. 26J: Clothing
MARCH 21, 2026 + Dept. 27J: Knitting and Crocheting
BOTH EVENTS HELD AT THE * Dept. 28J: Home Furnishings
 UWMADISON CAWPUS (Environment)
-,
] * Dept. 29J: Family Living
,’;ﬁ, % @5:;.‘;;:;;m s
WI STATE 4-H DOG PROJECT = JUNE 30-
AGILITY LEARNING DAY ik
SPONSORED BY THE WI STATE DOG ASSOCIATION L T.
— KIWANIS
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED S22
TO ATTEND
SAT., MARCH 7TH &3
9AM - 2PM
WAUSAU, WI
SEE POST FOR MORE DETAILS 9@ @m .
SAVE THE DATES :
STATE 4-H HORSE ‘! “
EVENTS 4 . i ___Many activities to choose  from
HORSE EDUCATION DAYS =i il FUN &.CREATlVE'OUTDOOR_ACTIWTlES‘

MAY 2 & 3, 2026 & I For youth 9th grade and older, Pleasejpply.nnllne

STATE HUNT AND DRESSAGE SHOW 4"@5? , https://go.wisc.edu/gxm84s e ‘s\\v
STATE GYMKHANA SHOW = -
SEPTEMBER 12, 2026
STATE HORSE EXP0 SHOW

W1 4-H AREA ANIMAL

SEPTEMBER 18, 19, & 20, 2026

8 Q-

SCIENCE DAYS

SAVE THE I]ATES

Save the Bate
STATE 4-H DOG EVENTS
DOG 4-H QUIZ BOWL
APRIL 25, 2026 GRANT COUNTY
STEM INNOVATION BUILDING, UW - GREEN BAY J“Nn 191‘“
STATE 4-H DOG OBEDIENCE,
SHOWMANSHIP, AND RALLY: s
SPEAKING, PHOTO, AND POSTER CONTESTS &8 CLARK COUNTY
LKL RO R0 JUNE 30TH
STATE 4-H DOG AGILITY SHOW
OCTOBER 11, 2026

OVERDALE CANINE SPORTS, SPRING VALLEY @ % CHECK INBOXES AND SOGIAL MEDIA FOR

FUTURE REGISTRATION INFORMATION
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Livestoc o

® YQCA CLASSES
12:30 pm

I February 22, March 1, 8, & 15
Polk County Government
Center
Pre-registration required at

° ygcaprogram.org

- DAIRY KICK-OFF
E\I-IIEE‘I;_ KICK-OFF EVENT
2:00-4:00 pm
Polk County
Government Center

1:00-3:00 pm
Polk County
Government Center

& SWINE KICK-OFF
E\EIEE';#ICK OFF BVENT
2:00-4:00 pm
Polk County
Government Center

1:30-3:30 pm
Polk County
Government Center

GOAT KICK-OFF MAR SHEEP WORKSHOP
EVENT

- . 3:00-5:00 pm
%’é’lg‘c‘}cﬁgt@m 15 Government Center
Government Center el e

docking, and selecting
your show lambs!

SHEEP/GOAT
BEEF CLIPPING
eEmIC WEIGH IN

9-11a.m.
Polk County Fairgrounds
Pre-registration required.

More details to come!
Location and time
TBD

BEEF FITTING AND
SHOWMANSHIP
CLINIC

More details to come!

Location and time
TBD

KUHL SHOW PIGS
CLINIC

Join Kuhl Show Pigs
to learn more about
how to elevate your
swine project!

war)

https://polk.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/quality-meats/







