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Even if your county hasn’t participated before, gather some friends and join this fun
opportunity to show your knowledge of meat and livestock!

NEWSLETTER
lover        onnection C C 

Starting January 1st, the Clover Connection newsletter will be available only
in digital format due to rising postage and printing costs. Newsletters will be
sent directly to your email.

Need a printed copy?
Club leaders and anyone who prefers a hard copy can
still request one. Just contact our office:

Call: 715-485-8600 or Email: Kerry Hill at kerry.hill2@wisc.edu

What is the 4-H Meats Judging Contest?
Think you can pick the best cut of meat or
choose animals that produce top-quality
products? This contest lets you put those
skills to the test! Youth will judge carcass and
retail cut classes, grade carcasses, and
identify retail cuts. Top teams advance to
regional and national competitions.

Who can participate?
You must be currently enrolled in 4-H.
Junior: Ages 8–13 as of Jan. 1, 2026 (must be in or completed 3rd grade; 8-year-old Cloverbuds
cannot participate).
Senior: Ages 14–18 as of Jan. 1, 2026 (cannot exceed grade 12).
Grade 13 Members: Eligible to compete as individuals, not on a team.

https://go.wisc.edu/4l5qwm
Please follow the link for more information

4-H Meats
Judging Contest
4-H Meats
Judging Contest

Scan ForMore Info!

https://go.wisc.edu/4l5qwm
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P O L K  C O U N T Y
G O V ,  C E N T E R

Session 3 – Creative Communication with LEGO Serious Play
Participants will develop their stories to enhance job applications or college
admissions. Through play-therapy techniques with LEGO bricks, youth can visualize
and express their strengths, aspirations, and challenges, leading to reduced anxiety
and improved creative problem-solving skills.

Scan ForMore Info!

It’s a piece of cake! Just whip up a fun
little article about your club’s latest
shindig and don't forget to snap a pic
with all the fabulous members in it!
Share your club's community
contributions by emailing Kerry at
kerry.hill2@wisc.edu!

Want your club to shine
in the next Newsletter? 

POLK COUNTY LEADERS
FEDERATION MEETING

J A N U A R Y  2 6 ,  7 : 0 0 P M

The Polk County 4-H Leaders
Federation Board oversees the 4-H
Program, making key decisions
about financial resource allocation
and educational direction. Each
club can send one adult and one
youth representative, ensuring
youth have an equal voice. The
board meets six times a year.

P O L K  C O U N T Y  G O V ,  C E N T E R

Completing the program earns a 30% discount for Summer Academy
registration. Participants must attend all sessions, which will not be
recorded, and will receive materials like a LEGO® Serious Play® Kit and a
Clifton Strengths workbook.

Winter
AcademyAcademy

Winter Academy is a 100% virtual program for youth in their first years of
high school, focused on fostering lifelong learning and career success.
Participants will engage in three live sessions to develop problem-solving
strategies, set career and college goals, and enhance essential soft skills.

Session 1 – Beyond Ready
Youth will learn to identify and
manage their emotions, demonstrate
empathy toward others, and build
positive social connections—equipping
them with essential skills for success in
college, career, and life.

Session 2 – Discovering You
Identify what motivates you and
drives your decisions. This session will
use tools to increase our
understanding of ourselves and each
other. At the end of the session you
will have identified your strengths and
what motivates your goals for the
future.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO!!VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO!!
https://go.wisc.edu/7ba2xlhttps://go.wisc.edu/7ba2xl

DAIRY QUIZ BOWL
THE 2026 CONTEST WILL BE HELD ON FEBRUARY
7TH AT UW GREEN BAY IN THE STEM INNOVATION
BUILDING, 2019 TECHNOLOGY WAY, GREEN BAY, WI 
The Dairy Bowl is a “quiz bowl” competition where all
questions deal with dairy topics. Competition in the 4-H Dairy
Bowl encourages a 4-H member to develop a more complete
knowledge of dairy animals and related subjects. This contest
provides an educational dairy program for all dairy project
members, including those who may not own a dairy project
animal, and provides a way to develop alertness, self-
confidence, teamwork skills, and mastery in the area of dairy
science.

https://go.wisc.edu/jxu0mmhttps://go.wisc.edu/jxu0mm
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO!!VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO!!

https://go.wisc.edu/jxu0mm


Youth would like to work with (Please select all that apply)

Sphero Balls: This is all about programming at different
and new challenge levels.

EV3 Robots: This is building a Bot from a kit and
programming it to meet challenges)

Both (Sphero and EV3)

Junk Box Robotics: Build from “whatever” your materials
and programming

Name of Youth:
Age:
4-H Club:

Is your youth registered in the Robotics project? Yes/No
Does your youth want to show in the Polk County Fair? Yes/No

Parents Name:
Parents Phone Number:
Parents Email:

Interested in volunteering at future Cloverbud
Day Camps? Please email Kerry Hill,
kerry.hill2@wisc.edu, for more information and
upcoming day camp dates!

Volunteers Needed for
Cloverbud Day Camps! 
Do you enjoy working with young children and
want to make a difference in just a few hours?
We’re looking for adult volunteers to help with
easy activities and crafts at our Cloverbud Day
Camps!

Camps run Saturdays from 9 AM to 1 PM
 All activities are simple— we’ll provide
step-by-step instructions
No experience needed — just bring your
enthusiasm and a smile!

CLOVER COLLEGE!

Get ready for a day
packed with fun,
open to all young
adventurers in
grades K-5, whether
you're a 4-H superstar
or just curious! 

2026 CLOVER COLLEGE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

ST. CROIX FALLS HIGH SCHOOL

Registration is open for the 2026 4-H Robotics Project
Workshops for youth aged 9 to 19 interested in robotics.

Participants will work with Sphero Ball programming
and EV3 robot construction and programming,

preparing for the Pre-Fair Run Off.

Kickoff/Orientation Meeting: Youth must attend the first
meeting on January 29th from 6:30 to 8:00 PM (kits will be
assigned to youth during this session).
EV3 Robot Workshops: Youth planning to work with the EV3
Robots should attend at least six out of the eight scheduled
workshops to successfully complete their project.

RoboticsRobotics

Please complete the questions below and send to Shirley at
smillerfrey@gmail.com by Thur., January 22nd.

All workshops, along with the Pre-Fair Run Off, will take place at the
First Presbyterian Church of SCF, located at 719 Nevada St., St Croix

Falls

Workshop Schedule
Kickoff/Orientation: January 29, 6:30-8:00pm (Mandatory)
EV3 Sessions: 

Thursday, February 12th, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Thursday, February 26th, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Thursday, March 26th, 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Thursday, April 16th, 6:30 to 8:00 PM

Sphero & EV3 Sessions: 
Thursday, April 30th,6:30 to 8:00 PM
Saturday, May 9th, 1:00 to 3:00 PM

Saturday, June 20th & 27th, 1:00 to 3:00 PM

Registration is first-come, first-served and is limited due to
the number of available kits. Below are the dates and times
for the workshops:

Please note: Our Pre-Fair Run Off is tentatively set for Saturday, July
11th, 12:30 - 5:00 PM or until completed.

Dive into a smorgasbord of exciting
workshops where you can tackle all sorts of
4-H projects. You'll leave with a treasure
trove of knowledge and some awesome
finished projects to show off at the fair!

More Information
& Registration

Form Located in
this Newsletter!



June 14-18, 2026 at the
beautiful University of
Wisconsin–Madison
campus
Training provided, both
virtual and in person to
help you prepare

SHEEP KICK-OFF

DAIRY KICK-OFF

BEEF KICK-OFF

SWINE KICK-OFF

GOAT KICK-OFF

WHAT’S INVOLVED?

Lodging, meals, and transportation covered

ARE YOU READY TO INSPIRE
THE NEXT GENERATION? 

Please Email
Lindsay,

lindsay.spindler
@wisc.edu, for
any questions

Join us as an Adult Advisor or Young
Adult Leader at Summer Academy! Help
youth grow, learn, and lead—all while
having fun. Apply today!

Adult Advisors: Provide mentorship, supervision,
and logistical support.
Young Adult Leaders: Serve as role models, lead
activities, and support youth engagement.

WHO DO WE NEED?

Make a lasting impact on youth.
Build leadership and mentoring skills.
Be part of a fun, educational summer
experience.

WHY VOLUNTEER?

Online form - for all statewide educational
experiences
Deadline: February 28, 2026 (for Summer Academy
specific applicants)

APPLICATION PROCESS

Macramé: Tuesday, January 27th from 6 - 7:30PM at
the Balsam Lake Justice Center. Cost $3. Please
register participating youth Name, Age, Parent’s Name,
and Contact info. by January 15th.
Needle Felting: 2 Sessions(possibly a 3rd session if
necessary) Tuesdays, February 10th and 24th from 6
-7:30PM at First Presb. of SCF, 719 Nevada St. Cost $10.
Please register participating youth Name, Age,
Parent’s Name, and Contact info. By January 30th for
both sessions.
Basic Embroidery: 2 Sessions. Learn & make 3 stitches
and a design using those 3 stitches: Tuesday, March
24th and April 7th from 6-7:30PM at First Presb. of SCF,
719 Nevada St. Cost $3. Please register participating
youth Name, Age, Parent’s Name, and Contact info. by
March 12th for both sessions.
Sewing (Basics plus) Make a Tie Apron: 3 Sessions.
Tuesdays, April 21st, April 28th, May 5th from 6-7:30PM
at First Presb. of SCF, 719 Nevada St. Cost $8. Please
register participating youth Name, Age, Parent’s
Name, and Contact info. by April 9th for all 3 sessions.

Please send all registrations and questions
to Shirley at smillerfrey@gmail .com

Please send all registrations and questions
to Shirley at smillerfrey@gmail.com

( E x p l o r e r s  &  U p )

TEXTILE ARTSTEXTILE ARTS
WORKSHOPWORKSHOP

K I C K - O F FK I C K - O F FK I C K - O F FMEETINGSMEETINGS

Sunday, February 22 , 12-5pm at the Polk
County Gov. Center

nd

Sunday, February 22 , 1-3pm at the Polk
County Gov. Center

nd

Sunday, March 1st, 12-5pm at the Polk
County Gov. Center

Sunday, March 8th, 12-5pm at the Polk
County Gov. Center

Sunday, March 15th, 12-5pm at the Polk
County Gov. Center



Wonders Within
Wood

You will explore
the history of
carving and use
various art
mediums to
understand wood
and the
similarities
between carving
and sculpture.

In the Wonders Within Woods Distance
Learning Program, youth in grades 5-13
will explore the art of green wood carving.

Zoom Meeting on March 10, 6:30-7:30 PM
with a master green wood carver!
Registration is open now through January 5th
in 4HOnline.

NATIONAL 4-H
CONGRESS

National 4-H Congress in Atlanta, Georgia was truly one
for the books! Wisconsin proudly sent 40 incredible
young leaders and four county based 4-H Educators as
the largest delegation to this unforgettable youth
empowerment experience.

It offers workshops, speakers,
cultural experiences, and service-
learning projects that help youth
grow personally, develop career
skills, and build global awareness. 

We are so proud of
our Wisconsin
delegates for

embracing the
challenge and making

memories that will
last a lifetime!

National 4-H Congress is a five-day
educational experience held annually
over Thanksgiving break, recognizing
high-achieving 4-H high schoolers
for their leadership, citizenship, and
community service.

The Polk County 4-H Ambassadors
recently had fun on a trip to Miracle at

Big Rock, and then they made pizzas
and played games. 

Thanks to everyonefor their dedicationthroughout the
year!



This fall, the Cattail
Clovers 4-H group
removed and replaced
six historical signs in
our area. 

CloversCattail

We intend to
continue this effort
each year until all
the signs are
refreshed.

The Deronda Diplomats
organized a “Toys for Toys”
initiative and collected food
for the Amery Food Shelf,
while also creating Christmas
tree ornaments.

DIPLOMATS
Deronda

LAKE‌
Cedar‌

During the December
meeting, the group created
“Fueling the Heroes” totes
filled with snacks and
drinks, along with a banner
and a chain labeled “our
Hands for Larger Service.”
Each link in the chain
featured a note of gratitude
from our club.

These totes were delivered
this evening to the Allied
Emergency Fire Department
in recognition of their
dedicated efforts. They
bravely worked throughout
Thursday night to extinguish
a fire; I only wish they had
received those totes earlier.

club news



MILLTOWNMILLTOWN
JOLLY

Jolly Milltown Service Day
at Milltown's Santa Day

PLEASANT
C‌L‌O‌V‌E‌R‌B‌U‌D‌DAY CAMP‌

We had a wonderful group
of kids who put their hands
and hearts to work today,

bringing smiles to everyone
who met Mr. and Mrs. Claus.

During Milltown's Santa Day,
the children prepared

cookies in advance and
dedicated their time to serve

cookies, punch, and hot
chocolate at the event. 

The Pleasant Lake 4-H Club
collaborated with seniors at

Evergreen Senior Living
Center to decorate
gingerbread houses.

Seniors and 4-H members
shared stories and

decorating tips, fostering
community and holiday spirit. 

The collaboration brightened
the senior center and created
cherished memories for both
young participants and their

older companions.

on December 13th, our
intrepid cloverbuds donned

their cozy gear and
fearlessly faced the chilly

weather for a frosty fiesta at
the winter cloverbud day

camp!

kids decorated cookies, made
snow globes, sewed their

own stocking and launched
snowball shooters!

club news







BEYOND THE CLOVER:
ADVENTURES IN 4-H

My Experience Attending the National 4-
H Dairy Conference
From September 28 to October 1, 2025, I
got the opportunity to attend the 69th
National 4-H Dairy Conference in
Madison, WI. It was a conference where
every day was busy in the best way —
learning something new, meeting people
from all over North America, and seeing
how many different careers and
opportunities exist in the dairy industry.

The conference takes place every year in
Madison, WI, during World Dairy Expo and
is open to youth ages 15-18 from across
the United States and Canada.   The
conference focuses on dairy science and
industry learning, career connections,
leadership development and lots of
hands-on learning. To attend, I had to
apply and be accepted by the National 4-
H   Dairy Conference. Being accepted
meant I was a Wisconsin Delegate,
representing the state. 

Getting Settled In and Meeting Everyone
(Sunday)
The first day was all about arriving,
getting checked in, and meeting the other
delegates. There were about 120 youth
delegates from across the nation and
Canada. Some of the other states
represented were New York, Florida,
Minnesota, Iowa, Vermont, Indiana, Texas,
Arizona and others. I met Charlie Crave,
my chaperone, and we took
state/province photos, and then the
conference started with a welcome and
opening assembly.

One of the most memorable parts of the
first night was the pin exchange. It was an
easy way to start conversations with
people I’d never met before, and it really
helped me feel connected to the
conference right away. We listened to
speakers that night and met with our
delegation to recap the day. Since I was
the only delegate from Wisconsin, I joined
the New York group whenever delegation
meetings were held. This was another
great opportunity to meet others.

Dairy Industry Tours (Monday)
Monday was a full day of tours; we
were constantly seeing something new
and exciting. We started by touring ABS
Global in DeForest, WI. Touring ABS
was one of my favorite things because
I had never seen an artificial
insemination company in person
before. It was really cool to see the
process of raising bulls and creating
genetics from start to finish. Our group
then traveled to Fort Atkinson, where
we visited several major dairy-related
sites, including the Hoard’s Dairyman
Registered Guernsey Farm, Hoard’s
Dairyman Publishing, the National Dairy
Shrine Museum, and Jones Dairy.

What stood out to me was how
different each stop was. One place
showcased the farm and animals,
another showcased the media and
communication side, and the museum
reminded me of how much history and
tradition there is behind the industry.
By the end of the day, I felt like I’d seen
a “bigger picture” of dairy beyond just
one farm or one job.

Crave Brothers Farm and Careers
(Tuesday) Continued
We started the day by hearing from a
speaker, then we traveled to Crave
Brothers Farm in Waterloo, WI, where
we spent the rest of the day. We took a
group photo and toured the farm,
which has 2,100 cows, a rotary milking
parlor, and an on-farm cheese factory.
After that, we attended a dairy
workshop, where we met with a vet and
learned how to administer an IV to a
cow. We also met with a dairy
nutritionist and learned how to
calculate rations. We then enjoyed a
Wisconsin tailgate dinner on the farm
and a sponsor career fair. That career
fair was a big deal to me because it
wasn’t just a “here’s a brochure” type
event, it was honest conversations with
people connected to the dairy industry,
hearing what they do and what paths
got them there.
To end the night, we had more
speakers and a barn dance, which was
honestly a great way to relax after a
packed day.

 Me and Charlie Crave, who was my
chaperone. 

Crave Brothers Farm and Careers
(Tuesday)
Tuesday was a mix of learning, touring,
and career exploration. 

World Dairy Expo, Workshops & Thank
Moo’s (Wednesday)
Wednesday included writing Thank
Moo’s, which focused on appreciating
the people and sponsors who support
the conference and make opportunities
like this possible.

Then we went to the World Dairy Expo,
where I got to walk through exhibits
and see the scale of dairy innovation,
including equipment, genetics,
technology, and the things that keep
the industry moving forward. I also got
to watch the dairy show.

Article continues on to the next page

MY EXPERIENCE AT THE NATIONAL 4-H DAIRY CONFERENCE
JACOB BINVERSIE, CUSHING



BEYOND THE CLOVER:
ADVENTURES IN 4-H

More Highlights (Continued)
I also learned that representing 4-H at an
event like this matters. We were
encouraged to be ready to talk about our
local 4-H programs, how we earned our
trip, and who supported us. The Polk
County Leaders Federation generously
covered half of my conference
registration fee, and I can’t thank them
enough for their support. 

By the time I left the conference, I didn’t
just feel like I'd gone on a trip; I came
back with a better understanding of how
broad the dairy industry really is, stronger
leadership skills, and many new
connections from other states and
provinces. The National 4-H Dairy
Conference is definitely a highlight of my
4-H experience. I am really glad I had the
chance to attend! I encourage others
with an interest in dairy to attend. You
won’t regret it. 

The Minnesota Delegate group and I
at the World Dairy Expo

World Dairy Expo, Workshops & Thank
Moo’s (Wednesday) Continued
Later that evening, we got to attend
workshops, which was a blast. A
company brought in many reproductive
tracks, and I got to practice artificial
insemination and learned about their
industry. Another fun workshop was
making a new ice cream flavor with liquid
nitrogen. Then each group had to present
to judges like Shark Tank.

The conference wrapped up that evening
with dinner, a keynote speaker, a week-in-
review presentation, and a final farewell
gathering where everyone talked about
what they learned.

More Highlights
One thing I really appreciated about the
conference is that delegates aren’t just
attendees. Everyone is part of a leadership
team, and those teams help the conference
run smoothly. Some of the leadership roles
throughout the conference were giving
daily updates, recognizing and introducing
sponsors, handling hospitality and
transportation details, assisting with room
setup, and supporting activities. Being
involved like that was really fun and I
learned a lot.

MARATHON COUNTY 4-H
MEMBER PICKED FOR
NATIONAL CLOVER
CONTENT CREW

Marathon County 4-H is thrilled to
announce that local 4-H member Laurel
Loucks has been selected to join the
National 4-H Clover Content Crew — an
elite group of approximately 20 youth
leaders from across the United States.
Laurel is the only youth from Wisconsin
chosen for this prestigious opportunity.

Marathon County 4-H Member Picked
for National Clover Content Crew
(Continued)

The Clover Content Crew is a new
initiative from the National 4-H Council
designed to elevate youth voice and
leadership in digital storytelling. As
part of this program, Laurel will
participate in monthly virtual sessions
focused on social media strategy,
digital communication, and content
creation. The experience includes
engaging guest speakers,
collaborative discussions, and hands-
on opportunities to create content for
National 4-H Council’s official
platforms.

Through this role, Laurel will build
advanced media and communication
skills, connect with 4-H peers
nationwide, and represent Wisconsin
4-H on a national stage.

We are incredibly proud of Laurel for
earning this honor and showcasing the
leadership, creativity, and dedication
of Marathon County 4-H youth.
Congratulations, Laurel!



2 0 2 6  W i s c o n s i n  4 - H
S c h o l a r s h i p s

Wisconsin 4-H will award more than $20,000 in scholarships from established donor
funds to outstanding Wisconsin 4-H members and alumni pursuing higher education this
year. Wisconsin 4-H Scholarships are awarded to students based on demonstrated
personal growth through 4-H, development and leadership in 4-H, academic
performance, and future educational goals.

Application Process

Timeline
Applications Open January 1st
Must be received NO LATER THAN 11:59pm on MARCH 1
Award notifications will be announced by mid-May

Scholarship Eligibility
To be eligible for any Wisconsin 4-H Scholarship, students must have been a Wisconsin 4-
H member for at least three years, have a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale,
and be enrolled or planning to enroll at a university, college, or technical school during the
following academic school year. Previous scholarship winners are not eligible to receive a
second Wisconsin 4-H Scholarship.

Application Instructions
Applicants will submit an online application form and upload a cover letter and résumé as
a combined PDF and select all scholarship opportunities that they qualify for. The
documents will provide 4-H youth a chance to share their 4-H achievements and future
plans. 

Betty Krueger Memorial 4-H Scholarship
Elizabeth Salter-Eby 4-H Scholarship
Francis A. and Phyllis S. Conrad 4-H
Scholarship
Culver’s 4-H Scholarship

Available Scholarships
Gwen Wilson Memorial Scholarship
Oscar G. and Mary M. Woelfel 4-H
Scholarship
T.L. Bewick Scholarship

TO LEARN MORE, OR APPLY, PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE BELOW
OR SCAN THE QR CODE

https://go.wisc.edu/2qdn65https://go.wisc.edu/2qdn65

https://go.wisc.edu/2qdn65
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